Quantification of fibrosis in the lungs of rats using a morphometric method.
The Wagner grading system is a qualitative histopathologic method designed to describe the severity of nonmalignant respiratory disease (NMRD) as it pertains to the pathology induced by fibrous particulates in humans and later in rats. However, once the method had been used in several rodent fiber studies it was found that it did not adequately differentiate the magnitude of early fibrosis. This article describes a modification of the Wagner scoring system that incorporates a semiquantitative yet simple approach to assuage this problem.